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1 

 

Apologies  
Cheryl Blaze, Karla Borland, Jackie Brearley, Alex Chebroux, Paul Coppens, Karin 
Kalchofner Guerrero, Liz Leece, Yves Moens, Pamela Murison, Jo Murrell, Ambra 
Panti, Mathieu Raillard, Ellie West, Kate White 
 

All 

2 Ratification of new members 
Proposed by Regula Bettschart-Wolfensberger and seconded by Kathy Clarke 
 

All 

3 Approval of Minutes  
No amendments required 
 

All 

4 President’s report 
The President has been very involved in the organization of the AVA meeting in 
Berlin 
 
Polly Taylor highlighted the WHO ECCD carfentail review from Polly at ECVAA – 
reviewed before the chance that it is banned. Polly will provide updates via the 
ACVA discussion list. Members can ask Polly if they have any questions. 
 
Dechra have developed an anaesthesia app that is now in the final stages of 
testing. Volunteers are welcomed to use this application and provide feedback to 
the company.  
 
There are ongoing consultations with the RCVS in relation to the role of veterinary 
nurses and anaesthesia (Schedule III). AVA (Carl Bradbrook and Vicky Ford-
Fennah) submitted a letter to the RCVS and discussions are ongoing. 
 
On the 26th September Barbara Weaver celebrated her 90th birthday at a birthday 
lunch. She received Emeritus status of RCVS and an honorary professorship from 
Bristol University. AVA sends its best wishes to Barbara 
 

SK 

5 Treasurer’s report 
CB on behalf of PM 
AVA finances are stable with returns on meetings 
BSAVA pre-congress 2017 - £1200 surplus, whilst the Spring AVA meeting 
produced a surplus of Manchester meeting £33,000 
 

PM/CB 



6 Educational Trust 
Ioannis Savvas provided the report from Educational Trust fund. 
It has funded 3 externships – worth €500 each and one to Louise Clarke of £250. 
There were four travels applications – three applications to attend the AVA 
meeting in Berlin each worth €600 and one for an externship application to visit 
Nashville, also worth €600. 
The Trust fund will support three applications to attend the AVA meeting in in 
Grenada. Each worth - €1000. 
 

IS 

7 VAA Editorial report 
 
Emma Brunn from Elsevier was present to provide an update from the 
publishers. 
 
Update 
A few problems have been encountered during the transition to Elsevier. This was 
due to the large back log of editorial content. We will publish 1200 editorial pages 
for 2017 as opposed the 600 that would have been allowed with Wiley. Elsevier 
has no page budget whereas the previous page budget was exhausted during mid-
2016. This has meant that the 2017 issues are much larger than usual. These larger 
issues may lower the impact factor for 2018-2019 but it will likely normalize once 
the issues return to a ‘normal’ size. 
 
The large back log of accepted papers led to a delay in publication and issues of 
hard copies being distributed. Issues 1 & 2 have been dispatched while issues 3 
and 4 are coming. 
 
Accepted papers can now be published online in their PDF form as uncorrected 
manuscripts/proofs. Therefore, authors will have a DOI assigned to their 
manuscript once it is in production and it will be citable. 
 
Plans – Elsevier would like to add multi-media content to the journal using video 
and audio content.  
 
Open access for the journal – there has been little take up for open access 
publication. Open access journals receive a much higher ‘hit-rate’ for their papers. 
We need to try and increase this, and one possibility would be to subsidize open 
access costs for AVA members. 
 
We could move to a new publication model using ‘article based’ publication as 
opposed to issue-based, as currently used. With ‘Article-based’ publication, 
manuscripts are immediately assigned to an ‘in progress issue’ and will be fully 
citable. 
 
The current Impact Factor is 1.768 and there is an increase in submissions by 
10%. The increase in 2017 issue sizes may lead to a small dip in subsequent Ifs 
but should normalize 
VAA will be stricter about rejecting manuscripts that do not follow the author 
guidelines adequately or are not written well and polished. We need to do this to 
protect reviewers and their time and commitment to this process. In addition, 

SAF  



time lost on poorly written manuscripts causes delays to other authors who have 
taken the time to write and proofread well. 
 
SAF has asked for more reviewers. Please can people update their details in 
scholar one:  email address, ORCHID ID and key words to help us to find reviewers. 
Round of applause.  
 
Question from Professor Peter Pascoe – is there scope for increasing the number 
of yearly issues from 6 to 12? Emma stated that normally a journal would increase 
its number of issues from 6 to 8. We need to look at the numbers of accepted 
manuscripts during the coming months. 
 

8 ECVAA 
 
Lynne Hughes President of ECVAA provided the ECVAA report. Grateful thanks 
were expressed to Sabine Kästner and her team for the organization of the AVA 
congress in Berlin. This was met with a round of applause.  
 
ACVAA diplomate working in the EU can apply for temporary diplomate status as 
agreed by the ECVAA board. These temporary diplomates will have the same 
rights and responsibilities without the option to vote on College matters. 
 
The ECVAA Morpheus award 2017 was presented to Kathy Clarke by Lynne 
Hughes. The transcript of the presentation speech is available Kathy Clarke 
accepted with award and this was met with a large round of applause and a 
standing ovation. 
 

LH 

 

 

 

 

AVA CPD activities  
 
So far seven courses have received accreditation. Simone Ringer is the head of 
this committee. She is willing to continue in this role but would also be happy to 
pass this role to another suitable volunteer. 
 
AVA attended the BVNA and BSAVA conferences and will be present at the 
London Veterinary Show in the coming week. 
 

SK 

 

 

Correspondence 

 

None received 
 

All 

 Any other business  
 
Website – instructions for the renewal process will be sent to members in a 
newsletter. There have been some problems however, Alex, Carl and Fotofire 
are addressing these glitches. 
 
Honorary memberships have been awarded to: Professor Avril Waterman- 
Pearson, Professor Dimitris Raptopoulos, Professor Yves Moens and Dr Lydia 
Donaldson. 
 

SK 

 Future meetings SK 



 
Grenada Spring 2018 the organizing committee extended a cordial invitation to 
attend this meeting.  
 
Autumn 2018- Venice WCVA,  
Spring 2019 – Bristol,  
Autumn 2019 - Ghent,  
Spring 2020 - Dublin,  
Autumn 2020 - Berne 
 

 The meeting ended at approximately 13.45  

   

   

   

   

 

 


