
Minutes AVA General Meeting Lyon, France 2016 

Thursday 21st April 2016 

 

Meeting commenced at approximately 12.20 CET 

 

Members of Executive Committee present:  

Shannon Axiak-Flammer  

Rachel Bennett 

Carl Bradbrook 

Sabine Kästner 

Liz Leece 

Jo Murrell 

Kate White,  

 

1 Apologies were accepted from the following members 

Sandra Wenger, Caroline Palacios, Mark Senior, Miguel Martinez, Marieke de 

Vries, Kate Borer-Weir, Jorg Haberstroh, Yves Moens, Apos Galtos, Jo Michou,  

Susanna Taylor, Ambra Panti. 

 

List of attendance circulated to the members within the lecture theatre 

 

 

2 

 

Ratification of new members  

Ashley Mitek, Donna White, Charles Keys, Manuela Pascal, Tanja Mayr, Thomas 

Griffiths, Vladimir Bubalo, Hilary Shipley, Carly Lyons, Hamaseh Tayari, 

Francesco Zublena, Patrick Burns, Sabina Diez, Claire Roberts, Keely Wilson, 

Bruna Santangelo, Heather Aitken, Michael Unsworth, Jayne Clark, Chris Miller, 

Marie Davey, Vanessa Betttemborg, Josephine Kropf, Marie Barrington, Hannah 

Leigh, Christian Dancker, Kristina Lehnus, Karen Heskin, Elizabeth Barker, Lee 

Strapp, Tekla Pleyers, Linka Sendall, Marwa Abass, Gareth Zeiler, Gavriel 

Amsalem, David White, Fabiola Jorger, Melanie Mace, Hayley Ronaldson, Matteo 

Mondardini, Zoe Leszczynsku, Benedetta Crivellani, Kush Yadav, Marie-Aurelie 

Maton, Katherine Reid 

proposed by Dr Jackie Brearley and seconded by Georgina Beaumont  

 

Honorary membership approval - Len Cullen 

 

 

3 Approval of Minutes from Kyoto  

proposed by Ini Mosing and seconded by Liz Leece 

No matters arising 

 

 

4 President’s report – Kate White 

Update on the new website 

The President expressed our gratitude to Carl Bradbrook and Jo Murrell for al l  of 

their work on the new website. It is continuing to develop. 

VAA publisher 

The contract with Wiley was terminated in December 2015. The decision to 

appoint a new publisher will be made in the coming months. This will be a joint 

decision between AVA and ACVAA based on financial considerat ions and also 

the strategies for increasing awareness and access to the journal. 

 



AVA administrator position 

The Executive committee on behalf of AVA expressed their grateful to Liz Barret t 

for her ongoing work for the AVA. However, there is a need to streamline the 

administration and thereby reduce associated costs. Therefore, the Committee 

are planning to appoint a part-time administrator. It is anticipated that the 

Administrator will assist the editorial team. The appointment of the new 

Administrator should reduce some of the workload of the Executive committee 

members. 

Ketamine Re-scheduling (Polly Taylor) 

The importance of Ketamine in veterinary anaesthesia has been outlined to the 

UN. China has previously requested re-scheduling of Ketamine; however, the 

awareness campaign thus far has deterred the UN committee from re-

assignment. It is important that the importance of Ketamine in veterinary and 

medical anaesthesia is pursued. This can be assisted by: distributing the WSAVA 

infographic (on WSAVA site); keeping in touch with the WSAVA and AVA 

websites; tweeting using #KETAMINEISMEDICINE; spreading the word on 

Facebook and signing the WSAVA online petition. 

 

5 Treasurer’s report - Carl Bradbrook 

Accounts for the year ending December 2015 have been prepared.  

 

AVA Educational Trust 

Income is on par with 2014, no funding has been received from meetings.  There 

has been an increase in awards given on 2014 and general overheads have been 

reduced. 

• Balance sheet £146,415 

• Decrease in £2,689 on 2014 

 

AVA 

 Balance sheet (31st Dec 2015) £198,548 

 10% fall compared to 2014 (£219,249) 
AVA Income  

Subscriptions have fallen, VAA royalties fell by 20%, Charifund and interest 

received increased. There was a slight reduction in investments due to market 

volatility. As reported earlier there was no income from the Spring meeting in 

Spain. 

Expenditure 

VAA journal production costs increased by 3%, the general costs reduced, whilst 

the promotional costs increased. The cost of website development thus far is 

£16,500 

Membership income 

There were 533 membership subscriptions at the end of 2015. There has been a 

10% fall in membership since the beginning of 2016 with an associated reduct ion 

in income of approximately £3000. Twenty-five percent of members have not paid 

thus far. During the first three months of 2016, 44 new members have joined the 

Association. Overall, the Association continues to be well placed to fulfil all 

liabilities 

 

Re-appointment of the accountants Sutcliffe and Riley 

 



- Approval by Liz Leece, seconded by Louise Clarke. 
 

Subscriptions 

There have been some logistical issues related to membership payments: it is 

important that payment is made via the website following registration.  
 

Questions related to the preparation of the accounts:  

Louise Clarke - why have the royalties from the journal fallen? The answer to the 

question is currently unclear. 

Nicki Grint - why was there no income from the spring meeting of 2015? The 

Executive committee have received no information from Caceres to date. 

 

6 Educational Trust – Kate White 

The President expressed our gratitude to Lynne Hughes and Dr Jackie Brearley , 

who are stepping down from the Trust. New administrators are: Karen Coumbe, 

Tammy Grubb and Ioannis Savvas. Professor Ron Jones emphasised the need to 

work within the UK law applicable to charity status. 

 

 

7 Veterinary Anaesthesia and Analgesia Journal - Shannon Axiak-Flammer 

(EIC) 

The impact factor is now 1.72 and VAA is 24/133 veterinary journals. The 

membership gave a round of applause for the work done by Shannon and 

Cynthia as Editors. 

There are now two Deputy editors - Pamela Mursion and Emma Love. The 

membership again expressed their appreciation with a round of applause. 

Assistant editors are Rachel Bennett, Kenneth Lam, Sandra Wenger (Exotics) Ini 

Mosing (Ventilation). There is a call for a Deputy Editor for the Americas and Asia. 

 

VAA Submission details 

63 Research Articles have been accepted, 13 Short Communications, 1 Editorial, 

1 Review and 8 Letters to the Editor 

Total Original Submissions for 2015 = 222 

Total YTD 2016 = 86 

Acceptance Rate 2015 = 54% 

 

Strategies to increase awareness of publications 

The recently launched VAA app is available for Mac users. It anticipated that it will 

be available for Android devices shortly. It is envisaged that video extracts will  be 

available in the future, enabling authors to give a synopsis of their work.  

Publons – a method to increase recognition of the work performed by reviewers. 

Tracks and verifies peer review, it is voluntary and creates a reviewer profile 

created, and it tracks Altmetrics of reviewed articles if published.  This  may be a 

strategy to increase the recruitment of new/more reviewers. 

 

For the future 

There will be a practical implications section. There is a plan to make articles 

more relevant to non-specialists. Authors will be asked 2-4 bullet points. This 

information could be collected with abstracts and highlighted to groups such as 

veterinary nurses or the AVA website. 

 

 



Goals for VAA 

Plan to increase impact factor to > 2.0 in next 5 years 

To do this authors need to cite VAA in their manuscripts when appropriate 

VAA requires more high-quality reviews – these may be narrative &/or systematic 

(resident projects) 

 

Call for papers on ‘Hot’ topics 

What is the Evidence? 

- Short Review (2000-3000 words) targeting a very specific question 
- Discussion & debate  
- Evidence-based practice recommendations 
- Identify areas where more research is needed 

 

8 VAA prizes 
The prizes were awarded by Professor Jennifer Hunter. Professor Hunter 

described the process by which papers were shortlisted and then the winners 

selected. She requested that the selection process should be transparent and 

documented in the future. A list of SOPs will be constructed. 

Langley Prize - the remit was to select a paper that was novel, different and 

innovative. The winning paper was awarded to Karina Gleerup for her paper on 

the Equine Pain Face. Vet Anaesth Analg.42 (1) 103-114. 

Wiley-Blackwell Prize – was awarded to Sophie Graff et al. for her paper titled:  

Comparison of three ultrasound guided approached to the lumbar plexus in dogs:  

a cadaveric study. Vet Anaesth Analg 42 (4) 394 – 404. Professor Hunter noted 

the quality of the images and illustrations in this award winning paper. 

Dechra Analgesia Prize - awarded to a Pierpaolo Di Giminiani et al. This was a 

combined Norwegian/Italian study titled: The effect of social isolation, gender and 

familiarity with the experimental procedure on tests of porcine nociceptive 

thresholds. Vet Anaesth Analg 42 (6) 648 – 656. There was a round of applause 

for all of the winners. 

 

 

9 ECVAA President’s Report 

This was presented by Vice President Lynne Hughes as ECVAA Vice Pres ident  

since the President was unable to attend the conference. 

The new ECVAA diplomats are: Jennifer Davis, Chiara de Gennaro, Alejandra 

García de Carellan Mateo, Delphine Holopherne Doran, Charlotte Marly-Voquer,  

Vincent Marolf, Clara Rigotti and Gareth Zeiler. 

 

Mrs Hughes then presented the inaugural ECVAA Morpheus award to Dr Polly 

Taylor for her contribution to the field of veterinary anaesthesia over the 

preceding 30 years. This was followed by a standing ovation and an expression of 

gratitude and thanks from Polly. 

 

 

10 

 

Correspondence  

No correspondence has been received 

 

 

11 Any Other Business 

PR subcommittee update – Attilio Roccio 

Attilio gave a presentation on behalf of the PR subcommittee. He highlighted the 

 



promotional material that has been produced previously and also the purchase of 

the new, modular stand. He requested assistance from members for local 

meetings in different countries. He also stressed the desire to send the stand to 

forthcoming meetings. Attilio also expressed his gratitude to Liz Leece and 

Suzanne Taylor for their help and assistance. 

CPD/CE subcommittee - Liz Leece 

Liz thanked Ian Self, Susanna Taylor and Mary Barker for their work on the 

subcommittee.  

Liz reported a successful afternoon at the London Vet show last autumn. The 

BSAVA pre-congress day also received very positive feedback back. The offer of 

discounted AVA membership was taken up by a number of attendees. Thanks to 

all of the speakers who participated in these events. 

Liz requested new members to join the CPD committee. The need to attend other 

conferences and meeting around Europe was highlighted. Anyone who feels they 

would like to participate should contact Liz or the AVA Secretary 

Suzanne Taylor has proposed that AVA should try to make clients more aware of 

the role of veterinary anaesthetists. Suzanne has suggested that AVA should 

provide educational material for owners, describing risks associated with 

anaesthesia in practice. AVA is seeking volunteers to assist with the endeavour.  

Please contact Suzanne (ava.susanna@yahoo.co.uk) or the AVA Secretary 

(secretary@ava.eu.com) to assist with this proposal. 

 

Stelio Luna asked about the process of abstract submission and review. Andy 

Bell indicated that the process would be streamlined prior to the meeting in 

Prague using the platform within the new website. A smaller panel of reviewers 

will be recruited in the hope of making it less onerous. It is envisaged that  there 

will be more opportunity for discussion of papers at the meeting. Andy called for 

volunteers to act as abstract reviewers. 

 

12 Future Meetings 

Prague 14 – 17th September 2016 

Manchester 25-28th 3017 

Berlin November 2017 

St George’s Grenada spring 2018 - TBC 

Venice (WCVA) autumn 2018 

Bristol spring 2019 

Ghent autumn 2019 - TBC 

 

 

13 Prague update 

There was a brief presentation from Joost Uilenreef a member of the Prague 

Scientific organising committee 

http://www.ava2016autumn.eu/ 

 

 

 Results of the election for new Executive committee members: 

Clark Rigotti - Junior representative 

Louise O’Dwyer - Nurse representative 

Heidi Kloeppel - Membership Secretary 

Flavia Restitution - Website/Media Representative. 
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